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THE  ’EPITOME’  OF  VES ALIUS  ON  VELLUM 
IN  THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM  LIBRARY. 

W.  G.  Spencer,  London 


The  ‘Epitome’  was  composed  by  Vesalius,  and  the  special 
drawings  were  made,  whilst  the  ’Fabrica’  was  being  prepared*). 

He  intended  it  as  a  semita  or  short  cut,  a  compendium  or 
abridgement,  an  appendix  or  appendage  to  the  ‘Fabrica’,  an  index, 
and  guide  to  anatomy  apart  from  dissecting.  The  peculiar  arran¬ 
gement  of  its  contents  bears  witness  to  one  phase  of  the  genius 
of  Vesalius;  it  presents  the  anatomy  and  physiology  known  to 
him  in  such  a  condensed  way  that  an  elementary  knowledge  might 
be  rapidly  acquired. 

The  perfectly  preserved  copy  of  the  Epitome  on  vellum  in  the 
British  Museum  Library,  in  addition  to  its  anatomical  importance, 
is  a  very  fine  production,  both  as  regards  printing  and  wood¬ 
block  engraving,  accomplished  about  one  hundred  years  after 
the  introduction  of  those  two  arts.  It  was  doubtless  the  example 
included  in  the  sale  of  Dr.  Richard  Mead’s  books  in  November 
1754  and  April  1755,  and  purchased  for  ^8. 12. 0.  There  existed 
for  371  years  in  the  Library  at  Louvain  another  specimen  on 
vellum.  D.  P.  Delaunay  the  Librarian  has  stated  that  it  was  among 
the  books  burned  in  1914.  These  copies  may  have  been  prepared 
for  presentation  to  Charles  V,  and  to  Prince  Philip,  later  Philip  II, 
but  there  is  nothing  to  confirm  this  on  the  one  in  the  British 
Museum.  The  College  of  Physicians  possesses  a  specimen  on 
good  paper  apparently  in  the  original  binding,  which  has  been 
long  in  the  Library.  Other  copies  of  the  ‘Epitome’  in  public  collec¬ 
tions  are  comparatively  few.  The ‘Epitome’  I  describe  is  a  maximo 
folio,  the  yellow  leather  covers  measure  550  mm.  x  370  mm., 
and  enclose  14  leaves,  marked  A  to  O  (omitting  J),  but  the 
pages  are  not  numbered.  There  are  no  mythological  figures, 
such  as  are  found  in  the  ‘Fabrica’  either  in  front,  or  at  the  back. 


*)  Fab:  1545.  Praef:  4.  a.  1.  4.  —  ib:  lib:  111.  c.  i.  p.  257  (bis)  1. 16.  etc.). 
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III.  RENAISSANCE 


The  following  summary  will  indicate  some  of  its  peculiar  cha¬ 
racteristics.  — 

Leaf  A  recto  has  a  reproduction  of  the  Frontispiece  of  the 
‘Fabrica’  with  the  alteration  of  the  title  to:  ’Andreae  Vesalii  Bruxel- 
lensis,  Scholae  Medicorum  Patavinae  Professoris  —  suorum  de 
humani  corporis  fabrica  librorum  Epitome.’  Below,  in  the  space 
left  by  the  greater  height  of  the  page  as  compared  with  the  ‘Fabrica’, 
is  the  ‘Address  to  the  Reader*,  and  at  the  foot,  ‘Basileae’  without 
date.  A.  verso  contains  the  Dedicatory  Letter  to  Prince  Philip,  then 
aged  15,  dated  Aug:  15th  1542. 

The  ‘Address  to  the  Reader  and  the  ‘Dedicatory  Letter’  are 
in  difficult  Latin  the  substance  of  which  is  thus  summarised  by 
Miss  Joyce  Lowe  M.  A:  — 

Firstly,  Vesalius  intended  this  work  for  the  Common  man;  it 
was  a  shame  that  whilst  studying  other  philosophies  man  should 
continue  in  ignorance  of  the  structure  and  working  of  the  body 
which  accompanies  him  throughout  life.  The  Common  man,  in 
order  to  get  an  elementary  knowledge,  should  read  the  text,  whilst 
using  the  illustrations  as  an  atlas.  Students  of  Art  and  of  Medicine 
could  make  a  beginning  in  anatomy  with  the  illustrations  against 
which  was  set  a  voluminous  index  of  the  lettering.  The  illustrations 
could  be  studied  in  a  synthetical  fashion,  beginning  from  the 
skeleton  and  working  up  to  the  nudes,  or  by  an  analytical  proce¬ 
dure,  which  might  be  accompanied  by  dissecting,  descend  from 
the  nude  figures  to  the  skeleton.  To  the  finished  drawings  were 
added  diagrams,  intended  to  be  cut  out  and  superimposed  on 
the  main  figures. 

Secondly,  a  standpoint  of  Vesalius  differs  from  present  day 
views.  One  speaks  now  in  terms  of  Evolution.  Vesalius  spoke 
of  the  Divinus  Opifex,  the  Divine  Designer  and  Constructor  of 
the  Universe  and  of  Man,  or  of  the  Divinus  Artifex ,  the  Divine 
Artisan  who  originated  minute  details  and  fastened  together  the 
various  parts  —  Vesalius  employed  the  same  word  compages 
(‘articulation’)  when  referring  to  the  fastening  together  by  the 
Divine  Artifex ,  as  when  speaking  of  a  skeleton  which  he  himself 
had  put  together.  The  finished  and  highest  work  of  the  Designer 
was  the  young  adult  human  being,  which  Vesalius  aimed  to  depict, 
not  as  when  dead,  but  alive,  with  the  muscles  in  action.  Animals 
were  products  of  a  less  elaborate  design. 

The  leaves  B.  recto  to  G.  recto  contain  in  double  columns  the 
brief  text;  the  outer  margin  of  each  column  has  the  Greek  synonyms, 
but  only  Greek,  of  the  Latin  terms.  —  The  text  is  divided  into 
six  chapters,  I.  ’On  the  Bones  and  Cartilages,  or  those  parts 
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EXTERN  AR  VM  HVMANI  CORPORIS  SEDIVM  PARTIVMVE 

I  C  NON  prolixior  nominum  ex- 
ternashominis  fcdcs  loca'ucindican- 
tium  enumeratio  inftituitur  ,  quam 
comode  imaginu  uirilis  muliebriscp 
corporis  fuperficiecxpnmcntiu  mar- 
ginibus  adhiberipoteft .  Quanquam 

_  _  fuccimftam  eorum  deferiptioncm ,  ac 

uelut  prxfentium  figurarum  indicem  duntaxat  proponcre 
nihil  obftet.quum  eadcm  fere  nomina  extemis  corporis  fe- 
dibus  ac  oflibus,  partibus'que  externx  fedi  fubditis.accom 
modentur,quorum  prxcipua,ab  rjscp  qui  retftius  diffecan- 
di rationem aggrefli (uerunt  inftituta,iam prius  in oratio- 
niscontextu,  quantum  propofita nobis  Epitome  requirir, 
recenfuimus .  Soletitaqueuniucrfa  corporis  fupcrhcies  ab 
illius  nominum  inftitutoribus  primiim  in  magnas  fedes  di- 
uidi.ac  dein  illarum  partes  rurfus  uarrjs  nomenclature  do 
nari.  Atque  ita  ^.gypn'i  medici  corpus  in  Caput,  Tho- 
, .  facem/ Manus, Crura  diuidebant:Thoracem,perin- 

f x*?"'  deacAriftoteIcs,nominantes,uniuer(um  corporis  trun- 

cum.aiuguloautcollo  dauiculisueadinguina&pubcm, 
aut  magis  ad  femorum  ufque  fuperiora  pertinentem :  non 
au  tern  tan  turn, utGalenus,  nonnullicp  Anatomicorum  pri 
marij,  corporis  (edem  coftisfeptam.Alq  facultatum  corpus 
untuerfum  difpenfantium  ,  animarumqi  fedibus  mentem 
adhibentes,quadrifariam  quidem  (imiliter  ac  Aigyptr)  cor¬ 
poris  fuperficiem  difeernunt ,  ue- 
rum  (ecus  quam  illi  corporis  trun 
Cum  in  duas  (edes  primum  diftin 
gu  e  tes,  manu  s  &C  crura  unius  par 
tisloco  prima  hac  diuifioneenu- 
merat.illaqux'Artusproprieuo 
catos  conftituunt,extrcmoru  no 
mmccompledletcs.  Acin  corpo¬ 
ris  trunco  duas  prxeipuas  locant 
fedes.lecundum  duas  cauitates  (e- 
cantibus  inibi  obuias:  quarum  in 
feriorabelatiori, interuentu  fepti 
tranfuerfi  feiuifia,  iecur  naturalis 
altricisueanimxfedem  (anguifi- 
cationisq  officina.ac  ir.fuper  huic 
fubminiftrantia  organa  comple- 
(ftitur,  partibus  quoque  genera- 
tiom  (amulancibus  parata.  Supe¬ 
rior  cauitas  cordi  irafcibilisani- 
mx  fomiti  uitaliscp  fpiritus  fonti, 
tllicp  fubferuientibus  organisaft 
fcribitur.  Cxterum  tertia  corporis  cauitas  capi- 
ti  tribuitur.cercbro’quc  potiftimum  principis  ani- 
mxfedi,animalis  que  fpiritus  promptuario  (a cra- 

tur.Corpore  in  hunemodum  obiter  diuifo,(ingu 

larum  parrium  (uperficies  ita  rurfus  diftinguucur, 
ut  capitis  totius  pars  anterior  fupcrcilrjs  fuperpo- 
r  r fixtt  fita.ac5  crinibus  nuda,  blineas  que  quafdam  pro- 
CT  p0nens,'  Fro  ns  nominetur .  Hac  fuperior  &  uer- 
lus  capitis  medium  ucrgcns,k  Sindput.Vtrinque 
*  Cf-ym  adfincipitis  latus.fupra'que1  Aurem,cui“  Audi- 
toriusmcatusineft,confiftens,"  Tempus. Media 
m  capias  (edes  (inciput  uerfus  pofteriora  fuperans, 

■  ifi r^vf-cr  °  Vertex, qui  ueluti  centrum  eftp  circuli  crinium 
infect,  origmem  circunfcribenns.Poft  uerticem  ufque  ad 
p mufculorum qui utrinque in ceruicis fummo pro-, 
ct  minentes,in  medio  foueam  often  dun  t ,  ac  plcrifqi 
«if s  Tendines  dicuntur.elatiflimam  fedem  ’  Occiput 
J  fpeeftatur .  Prior  aute  capitis  pars  a  (f o te  ad  mentu 

i  **"**!',.  ufcp  protenfa,'  Facies.Inferiorenim  frotis  pars,  Su 
« percilrjs ueluti eminetibus,pilisqs colitis  terminis, 
v*?  eorundcmcp“ medio  circunfcribitur.  Hisfubfunt 
*  Oculi,inferius  &  fuperiusT  Palp  chrism  tetfti:  qua 
rum  fedes  ubi inuicem  conniuent ,  8C  erctftis  ordi- 
nata  que ,  ut  in  nauibus  remos  (petflamus,(erie  po- 
fins  piles, quos =  Cilianuncupamus,ornatur,quo 
dammodoque  cartilaginex  (unt,*  Tarfi  haben  - 
tur .  Commiflionis  huius  termini,  b  Anguli  fune 
quorum  maiornafum,  minor  tempus  fpeiflat .  In 
difiuntflarum  palpebrarum  medio  prxter  Ca- 
runculaminmaiorianguloconfpicuam.  Album 
fi, candidumue  oculorum  apparet:  in  cuius  medio 
g  duo  (c  offerunt  circuli ,  quorum  amplior  *  Iris  & 

Corona  eft, minor  '  Pupilla.5  Nafus  oculos  inter- 

i  iacet, cuius  foramina"  Nares  uocantur: quarum  ...  , 

4  gjmfpcfp*  externa  latcranaG'  Pmnulis  feu  Alls,  mterna  ucro  ‘  Intafep  to  refi  conftituuntur .  Sedcs  ad  naG  latera  mail  in  modum  pro- 

minulx 

Fig.  1 
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CITRA  DISSECTIONEM  OCCV 


dioitihicetiam  unguibus  omari  fcquuntur.Quanqua  ubi  deintcgro  pedefermo 
ipfius^  intern  u  latus  5Concauu,fuperior  uero  T  arfus  nuncupetur. 


RRENTIVM  APPELLATIONES- 

minul.xac  rubentes, '  Mala?,&  quibufdam  Gena-  uccantur.Scdcs  in-  A****- 
ter  nafum&  malas  mediae noiinullis’Concauadicuntur.quonomi 
nc air)  totam  oculorum"lcdema  palpebris  ad  malas  mctitairi  uoca-  oydt„. 
runt.  Faciei  pars  quaminflamus0  Buccacft.  toraueroiprius  pars  a  fu-  /«*?»>«*». 
percilqsadelatiorcmufquedentiumleriempertincns/  Superior  ma, 
xillanommatur,  reliquaautem  quaemutris'1  Barba  decoratur, '  Infc-  y,m, 
nor.  cuius  anterius  extremum,  ‘  Mentum  nonnunquam '  fouea  oma 
turn  cducit,fub“  Labri  inferioris  rubore  confiftens. x  Elarioris  labri 
fedes nafo fubdita ,  '  Sulculoqi donara, 3 Muftax  cenfctur.Quod  la- 
bris  circunfcribitur  &  continetur, 1  Qs,quo  hiante  Lingua/  Palatu,  yS\n. 

‘  Gargareon/  Dentes,  Gingiuac.internacp  *  Faucium  (edes  occurrit.  1  «"* 
Quod  caput  ad  dauiculas  ufcp  aut  thoracem  exdpit, "  Collum  &  Cer- 
uixeft,  &fi  pofterius  nomen  magis  pofteriori  parri  accommodetur,  t 
u  ti  &  an  terio  rem  q  u  a  a  fpera  arreria,&  potidimum  ipfi us  'caput  tan-  atnUin. 
gentibus  occurrit, Guttur  didam  legimus. 1  Humerus  ucteribus  uo-  £ 
cabatur  brachij  odis  cum  fcapula  articulus ,  unde  &  partem  maxime  c 
ad  colli  radicem  thoraciscp  latcra  cminentem,'  Summum  humerum 
dixerunt.Quodabilloprorfum  uerfus”  lugulum  foucam'ue  in  colli 
radiceobuiumuergit,"  Clauiculaeft.Quodautemabipfo  ad  extrema 
digitorum  aciem protenditur,0  Manusrcuius  prima pars (fub qua ca-  g 
uitas p  Axilla  aut  Ala  appellata.&f  mufculis  quos 11 T endines  pcrmulti  * 
illicuocantfcpta,  confiftir)adproximumufquearriculum '  Cubitiue 
flexum  produda,  ‘  Brachium ,  &C  Latinorum  quibufdam  Humerus  A 
dicitur.Poflerior flexus  illius (edes  ’Gibberus eft.  Parsab hocadcoru  / 
terminum  articulumduda,  “  Cubitus ,  &  Latinorum  quibufdam  Bra- 
chium  8C  “  Vina.  Ad  cubiti  extremum T  Summa  manus  incipit,  cuius  ' 

pars  a  cubito  ad  quatuordigitorum  radices  porreda.in  duas  fedes  par 
titurtaccubitopropinquior"  Brachialeeft,  alia  1  Poftbrachiale,  qua:  a 
conftrudioms  fpedeeum  pedoreeriam b  Pedus.a  quibufdam  Palma 
nuncupatur.Huius  interior  (edes  caua  ac  uarijs  monticulis  lepta,mul- 

riscplincis  interftinda,'  V olam effi cicRdiqua furamg  c * 
manus  pars, J  Digiti  funt,  finguli  temis'  partibus  tan- 
quaminacielocatiseftbrmari,&exterius '  Vnguibus  yd v>Vv>. 
ornati.Horummaior  alrjscpadioneoppofitus'  Pol- 
Iexeft,illiproximushIndcx,dcin‘McdiusfcuImpudi-  J 
cus.cuiproximuseft"  Medicus&f  Anularis.Extimam  c/or^. 
uero  fedem  occupat '  Paruus,  Auricularis'ue.”  Thora.  dddnnm. 
cem  hie nominamus corporis  trund  partem"  Coftis 
fepcam ,maximamcp  fedem”  Latcrum  cflormantem:  y;H^r'' 
cuius  anterior  fedespPedus  eft, quam q  Mamdlnr.aKp  gu^'A*- 
in  illarum  medio '  Papillae  cum  obfufeoipfasambien-  »"»• 
te‘  drculo  occupant .  Reliqua  anterior  trund  fedes.  ^ 
'Abdomen  conftituit, cuius regio  pedorisofTts card- 
lagini  &  coftaru  cartilaginibus  ilia  humilioribusproxi 
ma.pcrinde"  Subcardlagineanuncupatur,ac  uifeera 
cartilaginibus  illiscomplexa.Sicquibusfeptutranfucr 
fum  prxcordiaappcllatur, fedes  in  quam  id  cartilaginibus  inferitur,  Prarcordiorum  pflidn. 
nomen obtinuit.quanquam rurfusalrj ita  edam  thoraris  anteriorem  fedem  nuncu- 
pent. Quod  fub  infimis  coftis  8i  ilium odis  fpina(que  mulieribus  multo  magis  qu&m  lfir ' 
uirisedudtur)odibusdeftituitur,tangentibuscp  cedit/ Inania  funt  & T  Ilia .  in  quoru  t  niydiip,,. 
uelud medio  °  Vmbilicus cemitur.fub  quo mox'  Sumen, cuius infima  fedes  trunci 
tcrmino  proxima,h  Aqualiculus  nun aipatur. Terminus autem  ubi  hie ‘  Pudenda& 

Natural  la  confi  ftunt/  Pubes  eft  &  Peden.ad  cuius  la  tera  in  femorum  flexu'  Inguina  ^ 
recenfemus .  Maris  pudendi  pars  citra  fedhonem  confjaicua, '  Penis  8C  Coles  uoca-  *  Ve- 
tuncuiusliimmitasmagisquamreliqualongitudo  craftefces,  ‘Qandem  efformat, 
in  cuius  medio  meatus  urinirfeminicp  communis  confpicitur.  Huius  inuolucrum 
‘Praepudumeft, licet alijs  tota penis  fummitas  ita nuncupaur.In inuoluao reliquacp  d  -f*. 
ad  anum  cute  protuberant?  futurat  modo  lincam  uocamus 1  Suturamr,  &  totam  hac 
exporredam  extuberantemepadanumufaue  penis  partem 1  Taurum.  Vu  &  fedem  g 
inter  teftiuminuolucrum(quod  ex  cute  paratum 1  Scortum  dicitur)&  anum  conlpi.  IWi. 
cuam,”  Interfeminium  nuncupamus . Muliebris  pudendi rima , qux  uteri  ceruicis 
eftorifiaum,"  Sinus uocatur.quem”  Alx8?  Collesutrinquepromincntes,&cud-  / 
cularisinip(iusfummoapparenspcaroornant.  Retfdinteftini  orificium  per  fedem 
prodiens.a  figura q  Anulus,8f  ab  officio '  Stritftor  appellatur .  Pofterior  trund  cor-  cJ***m- 
porispars/DorfumautTergu  fere nuncupatur.cuius  latera  in  clarion  pofteriori^ 
thoracis fede'  Scapulisconftituunt. Inter ipfas uero” mediu  &C dorfi fedes hincad inn 
mas  ufcp  coftas.aut'ubi  id  maxime  in  flexu  protubcrat.peninens,  thorad  afleribit,  ac  P 
poftfeptum  tranfuerfum  confi  ftit.Sedecuerohanc  ad  nates  ufcpfequens,'  Lumbos 
copleifritur.  Sun  taut?’  Nates  carnea:  &  globofacfedes,iliu  ofliuoccupatesdorfum, 
inquarum  medio  facri  oflis  8£coccygispoftcrioresproceflus  uelutexcarnesadanu  t**«*x*,^ 
u(<p  oceurrunt.Vbiarriculusfeinorisperdpitur.magnusfp  Rotator extuberat/  Co  * 
xendixeft,autCoxa,quodnomenalrj‘FemoriafTcriDunt,abinguimbusad'1  Genu 
peninend:  cuius  pofterior  fedes  &C  flexus  *  Poples  nuncupatur .  Genu  ad  proximum 
uftparticulumpcdis'ueinitiu  Tibia  fubfequitur, qua?  nonullis Crus  nominatur,&.'(i  '  ’rx^’r-  ■ 
pluresidnomen  fimul  tibiae  femoricpuelint  effe  comune.'  Anterior  tibia:  fedes  odea 
tang?tibus  occurrit, pofterior  aut?  ubi  ipfius"  Venter  feu  Suracemitur,camea.Tu-  ‘jyZ 
bera  ad  tibiae  imuutrincpuelut  odea  tang?tibusobuia,‘  Malleoli.ncuriquauerb'  T a  ' 
lus  illis  exceptus  recondituicp  nominatur.Poftica  pedis  parsextra ubif  retfhtudinem  t1"’*'- 
retrorfum  prominens/  Calx  appellatur.Reliquf  uero  pedis  fuperfidariae  fedes  pror  ga 
fus  odiumnomendatura  adumunt.potidimu  aut?”  T arfi,"  Pedq  (c\i  Pe<5i oris, quod  h 
iliftituitur,inflmafcdcs  quacalcamusplerur.cpPlanta,&p  Vcftigium, ' 

m  o  ijiift.  p  ihjim.  y  X-/.  y  *7^^. 
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THE  ‘EPITOME’  OF  VESALIUS  ON  VELLUM 


Arhich  support  the  body.  II.  On  the  Ligaments  of  the  Bones  and 
Cartilages,  and  of  the  Muscles  which  are  the  instruments  of 
Voluntary  Movement.  III.  On  the  Organs  subserving  the  Nutri- 
nent  which  is  made  out  of  food  and  drink.  IV.  On  the  Heart  and 
:>n  the  Organs  which  minister  to  the  function  of  the  same.  V.  On 
he  Brain  and  on  the  Organs  which  are  counted  among  those  in 
[he  service  of  the  brain.  —  VI.  On  the  Organs  which  subserve  the 
propagation  of  the  Species. 

The  lower  half  of  G.  recto  is  occupied  by  the  Portrait  of  Vesalius, 
he  same  as  in  the  ‘Fabrica’. 

The  male  and  female  nude  figures  on  K.  verso  and  L.  recto 
[Figs.  1  and  2)  challenge  comparison  from  an  artistic  point  of  view 
with  earlier  woodcut  engravings,  such  as  Diirer’s  ’’Adam”  and 
”Eve”,  —  but  they  are  integral  parts  of  the  plan  of  the  book,  being 
designed  both  in  general  and  in  particular  to  conform  to  the  other 
figures.  The  position  of  the  head,  trunk  and  extremities  of  the  male 
figure  are  calculated  to  throw  into  action  the  respective  muscles, 
and  so  to  produce  the  contours  on  the  surface.  The  figure  is 
450  mm.  in  height,  a  reduction  to  one  fourth,  i.  e.  it  represents  a 
man  of  the  average  height  of  1720  mm.  Among  muscles  giving 
rise  to  contours  one  may  note  the  frontalis,  orbicularis  palpe¬ 
brarum,  levator  anguli  oris,  deltoid,  trapezius,  biceps  humeri  and 
the  bulge  on  each  side  of  the  brachialis  anticus.  In  the  lower  limbs 
lare  seen  the  tensor  vaginae  femoris,  the  sartorius,  the  vastus 
internus  just  above  the  inner  side  of  the  knee,  the  gastrocnemius 
and,  between  it  and  the  inner  edge  of  the  tibia,  the  prominence 
resulting  from  the  contraction  of  the  soleus. —  One  foot  is  arched 
with  the  tendon  of  the  tibialis  posticus  tense  behind  the  malleolus, 
and  with  the  soft  projection  on  the  dorsum  of  the  contracting 
extensor  brevis  digitorum  pedis.  The  other  foot  bearing  the 
weight  has  the  arch  flat  and  the  tendon  of  the  peroneus  longus 
is  prominent. 

Vesalius  laughed  at  the  palmists  of  his  day;  the  supinated 
right  hand  of  the  figure  shows  the  prominences  and  furrows  of 
the  palm  including  cross-hatching  suggesting  the  contraction  of 
the  palmaris  brevis  to  produce  the  characteristic  human  hollow 
in  the  hand  e.  g.  when  dipping  up  water,  instead  of  stooping  to 
drink  with  the  mouth  as  animals  do.  The  superficial  veins  are 
shown  on  the  flexor  aspect  of  the  arm,  and  on  the  inner  side  of 
the  leg;  one  need  but  recall  the  Epistola  doceris  venam  secandam 
in  which  Vesalius,  claiming  to  make  a  correction  of  Galen’s 
Anatomy  as  to  the  junction  of  the  vena  azygos  with  the  superior 
vena  cava,  had  argued  in  favour  of  the  method  of  relieving 
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plethora  by  derivation  of  blood  through  the  vein  at  the  elbow,  over 
that  of  revulsion  by  bleeding  from  the  leg  as  recommended  by 
the  Arabic  physicians.  Supplementary  figures  of  the  brain,  eye, 
larynx  etc.  in  this  and  the  following  figures  are  reductions  of 
drawings  in  the  ‘Fabrica’. 

The  female  nude  figure  has  the  right  upper  extremity  and  the 
two  lower  limbs,  in  the  same  position  as  the  Aphrodite  of  Praxi¬ 
teles  of  Knidos,  but  the  contours  of  the  breast  and  front  of  the 
abdomen  and  also  the  position  of  the  head  and  left  arm  are  quite 
different.  In  fact  the  figure  is  designed  to  serve  as  a  contrast  to 
the  male  nude  —  in  the  male  the  right  arm  is  in  supination,  in 
the  female  in  pronation,  the  head  of  the  female  is  turned  to  exhibit 
the  contour  of  the  neck,  hidden  in  the  male  by  the  beard.  The 
female  has  the  breasts  of  a  young  adult  woman  and  is  in  strong 
contrast  to  the  companion  figure.  The  male  shows  the  digitations 
of  the  serratus  magnus,  the  recti  abdominis  stand  out,  and  exhibit 
the  lineae  transversae,  below  the  umbilicus  there  is  almost  a  de¬ 
pression  along  the  linea  alba  between  the  recti.  The  female  nude 
on  the  other  hand  has  not  the  muscular  prominences,  and  the 
cross-hatching  below  the  umbilicus  depicts  the  contour  of  the 
hypogastrium  in  the  young  adult  female.  The  male  rests  on  the  left 
foot,  the  female  on  the  right.  In  one  respect  convention  is  followed, 
the  figure  is  drawn  above  the  middle  height.  A  muliplication  by 
4  of  420  mm.,  equals  1,680  mm.,  whereas  the  average  height  of  a 
woman;  is  about  1,600  mm.  The  figure  is  further  adapted,  so  that 
the  diagrams  to  be  mentioned  below  could  be  superimposed  on  it. 

The  contours  of  these  nude  figures  are  not  blurred  by  lettering, 
but  the  width  of  the  page  permitted  of  a  brief  enumeration  of 
superficial  positions  being  printed  alongside  each. 

There  are  five  Tabulae  or  plates  which  display  the  muscles 
together  with  parts  of  the  skeleton.  They  are  all  special  to  the 
‘Epitome’,  measuring  about  450  mm.  in  height,  i.  e.  reductions  to 
1/4,  as  compared  with  the  muscle  Tabulae  in  the  ’Fabrica’  which 
are  reduced  to  1/5  and  measure  about  540  mm.  in  height.  The 
figures  are  drawn  upright,  with  the  muscles  as  if  in  action  in  the 
position  assumed.  For  the  sake  of  economy  and  the  avoidance 
of  repetition,  each  figure  differs  on  the  two  sides,  the  left  side 
representing  the  exposure  of  a  deeper  layer  of  muscles  than  that 
on  the  right.  The  index  of  the  letters  placed  on  the  figures  is 
printed  alongside  the  right  and  left  respectively.  —  There  is  the 
difficulty  to  the  present-day  reader  that,  following  Galen,  Vesalius 
used  a  number  and  descriptive  sentence,  instead  of  the  names 
of  the  muscles  which  subsequently  came  to  be  adopted. 


4 


Fig.  5 


Fig.  4 


Fig.  5 


Fig.  6 


THE  ‘EPITOME’  OF  VESALIUS  ON  VELLUM 


Fig.  5  on  /.  verso  is  a  front  view.  Except  for  the  left  hand,  the 
position  corresponds  with  that  of  the  male  nude.  —  On  the  right 
are  shown  the  muscles  immediately  beneath  the  skin,  on  their 
left  side  the  muscles  exposed  by  the  removal  of  the  foregoing.  — 
On  the  right  the  platysma,  on  the  left  the  buccinator,  sterno- 
mastoid,  omohyoid ;  on  the  right  the  pectoralis,  on  the  left,  the 
subclavius,  serratus  rnagnus,  external  intercostals;  on  the  right 
the  deltoid,  on  the  left  the  two  heads  of  the  biceps  humeri;  on 
the  right  the  palmaris  longus,  on  the  left  the  flexor  sublimis 
digitorum,  the  flexor  carpi  radialis;  on  the  right  the  tensor 
vaginae  femoris  with  the  edge  of  the  sheath  raised,  also  the 
sartorius  and  gracilis,  on  the  left  the  quadriceps  femoris  and 
adductors. 

Besides  this  method  of  exposition,  special  note  was  made  in 
this  and  the  subsequent  figures  of  corrections  made  in  Galen’s 
descriptions.  The  flexors  and  extensors  of  the  thumb  and  great 
toe  are  repeatedly  illustrated  because  Galen  had  merely  noted 
slips  from  the  muscles  common  to  the  fingers  and  toes.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  plantaris  and  its  insertion  into  the 
os  calcis  on  the  inner  side  of  the  tendo  Achillis  because  Galen 
had  continued  the  tendon  into  the  plantar  fascia,  as  in  the  monkey. 
The  popliteus  is  drawn  in  the  deepest  layer  of  muscles  to  show 
its  relative  unimportance  in  man,  whereas  Galen  had  made  it  the 
chief  flexor  of  the  leg. 

Fig.  Ton  I.  recto  exhibits  the  back  muscles;  the  superficial  on  the 
right,  the  underlying  layer  on  the  left.  On  the  right  the  trape¬ 
zius,  on  the  left  the  complexus,  levator  anguli  scapulae  and  rhom¬ 
boids;  on  the  right  the  latissimus  dorsi  and  gluteus  maximus, 
on  the  left  the  serratus  posticus  inferior,  internal  oblique,  gluteus 
medius,  pyriformis,  etc. 

Both  the  Nude  figures  and  the  3rd  and  4th  Muscle  figures 
would  be  specially  useful  to  medical  and  art  students,  but  recalling 
the  point  of  view  of  Vesalius,  the  deeper  muscles  and  lheir  action 
were  considered  of  equal  importance.  The  deep  muscles  are 
concerned  with  the  mobility  of  the  spine  and  of  the  shoulder 
and  hip  joints  in  the  highly  finished  structure  of  Man,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  rigid  spine  and  restricted  movements  of  the  limbs 
of  animals.  .  .  .  . 

Figure  3  on  H.  verso  a  front  view,  Fig.  6;  on  H.  recto  a  back 
view,  exhibit  the  third  and  fourth  layers  of  the  deep  muscles;  some 
are  shown  raised  from  their  origin  and  hanging  by  their  tendon  of 
insertion,  with  the  belly  of  the  muscle  contracted  to  show  its  shape 
when  in  action.  Throughout  great  ingenuity  is  apparent  in  the 
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adaptation  of  the  positions  of  the  figures  to  exhibit  particular  mus¬ 
cles.  Thus  in  Fig.  6,  the  obturator  internus  with  the  gemelli  is 
shown  on  one  side  in  position.  On  the  other  side  it  is  turned 
down  exposing  the  inner  aspect  of  the  obturator  membrane,  at 
the  same  time  that  the  obturator  externus,  its  origin  and  insertion, 
is  demonstrated. 

Fig.  7  on  G.  verso  seen  from  the  front  is  almost  bared  of  mus¬ 
cle,  except  for  the  longus  colli,  and  psoas.  The  sternum  has 
been  turned  to  one  side  to  expose  the  triangularis  sterni  and  all  the 
viscera  have  been  removed  from  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  ready 
for  the  superposition  of  the  diagrams  to  be  presently  noted.  — 
For  the  rest  the  figure  depicts  points  not  exhibited  in  the  following 
skeleton.  Through  the  gap  made  by  removing  the  pubes,  the 
sacrum  and  coccyx  are  shown,  —  also  the  lesser  trochanter  of 
the  femur  is  seen. 

Leaf  K.  recto  has  the  reproduction  of  the  2nd  skeleton  from  the 
‘Fabrica’,  which  was  selected  because  its  side  view  displays  practi¬ 
cally  all  the  bones,  including  their  anterior  as  well  as  their  posterior 
aspects,  except  for  the  points  just  noted  under  Fig.  7.  All  three 
skeleton  figures  in  the  ’Fabrica’  were  drawn  from  that  of  a  youth 
aged  18,  and  the  epiphyseal  lines  appear,  that  of  the  acromion, 
the  head  of  the  humerus,  the  lower  end  of  the  radius,  the  upper 
and  lower  ends  of  the  femur  and  tibia.  —  Among  small  points 
are  represented  the  sesamoid  bones,  including  the  pisiform  bone  i 
and  the  Os  Vesalianum.  —  The  skeleton  leans  on  the  monument 
on  which  are  the  drawings  as  in  the  ’Fabrica’  of  the  base  of  the 
skull,  the  hyoid  bone  and  auditory  ossicles. 

Only  in  the  ’Epitome’  the  epitaph  is  changed  to:  — 

’Solvitur  omne  decus  leto,  niveosque  per  artus 
It  Stygius  color,  et  formae  populatur  honores’. 

Miss  Joyce  Lowe’s  rendering  is  as  follows:  — 

All  fairness  fades  with  death;  o’er  limbs  once  white 
The  Stygian  colour  creeps  and  wastes  the  beauty  bright. 

It  replaces  that  on  the  monument  in  the  ’Fabrica’: 

Vivitur  ingenio.  Caetera  mortis  erunt. 

Man’s  Spirit  lives:  all  else  death’s  hand  shall  claim. 

This  latter  seems  obviously  more  fitting  because  it  counters 
the  prejudice  to  the  examination  of  the  human  body  after  death. 

There  follow  on  three  pages  diagrams  supplied  with  lettering 
and  indexes  which  have,  when  superficially  looked  at,  been 
termed  rough  and  poor,  but  attention  should  be  given  to  the  ob- 
jects  Vesalius  had  in  view  and  concerning  which  he  supplies 
explanations. 
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Fig  7. 


VEKARVM.  ARTERIARVM.  NERVORVMQVE  OMNIVM  INTEGRA  D  ELI  N  E  AT  1 0> 

VlMVl-  CI'M  NTTR-ITIONIS  QVAE  CIBO  TOTVQVE  FIT  OR.G  A  N  O  M',  ET  COP-DIS  PELMONTSQJ'U 
_ ri„m  rrmr-rrttinni  fubfcruitntium  inflrumcnto '  rumimaoinibus. 


c  dcrnum  mulicbrium generation! fubferuientium  inflrumcnto 

flCVKAE  H  V  I  C  C  H  A  R  T  AE  |  M  P  R  E  S  S  AB, 

cuiot  alia  agglurinatur.acquirpeculiariicrncruisoltcndcn- 

dis  paraca  cfl.charaderum  Index. 

CER.EBR.  VM  i uni  nun  eerebrllo  cerebri <f  exortbu*  turn  in  modum  bic 
drl  neduimwtquaft  a  cJuan a  emuLtum  rn  ipf M  bap  it  a  conffeeretu  r  ,  ut  up  pa  >  r~ 
rrtpquis  err  A  us  caput  rn  pop! morn  quit*  nun  me  fie  Pi  cm  ,  fu  rfum  ret  ro  rfumf 
ocJof  upturn*  Catrru m  yuan: dm  utnupf  last  r  us  eadrmnfruorum in prafnti  ftgu 
n  rjl  mtiefuffeerrit  uni  ionium  iatrrt  ebsra  Acres  adbbere. 

A.B.C  Cerebr  et  dltrro Ittrrt  Lips  nctJtur.ac  A  md cdt  partem  ipfiuia  d  r  ariufm 
mum prorrrnufam.nonnJbstji  mamllarem  procefjumnuncupatan-  B  uero  cerebri 
pjrt’m  npnujt.amplum  cJuarta  pnum pibeunrem.qui  ad Utu*fin*s  c enf is: . i ,  $uo 
clans  cerebn  p  tun  am  txcipiens  reponturC  dutem  maxime  pofli 
cam  cerebr:  fedem  not  at. 

D.D  Cerebellum. 

H  Simpler  cerel  ri  p  roceffu*,  organo  olfiAm*  fubmmrirjns. 

P  /\leru:  u  forij  pn-riri  ortus. 

G  T\Jeruo  rum  ufororum  conn*. 

p{  T un.ea.in  quam  w form*  neruus  exoluitur .degencrat  ue. 

J  6'  ecandum  neruorum  cerebri  par. 

JC .  K.  PA  mm  radix  tertif  pan's. 

L  Crapr  or  radix  ten  ip  pares. 

A/  Quart  urn  par. 

J\J  Qu  nti  Paris  gracih  or  radix, 
o  Qu  nr  pari *  tnpgnior  radi  X. 

P  fi'J  er brand, in  quam  quntum par  in  amditus  organa pracipue 

exolu  tur. 

Q^  ,  R,  A / 02 or ia  quinri  Paris  radices  propa fines ,  quorum  bac  per  cat 
•  cum  elab  tur  fo rumen, ilia  uerb  per  aJiud ft lu  proprium . 

S  Sextum  neruorum  par. 

T  S  eft  mum  neruorum  cerebri  par  ■  dtp  borum  neruoru  pmgrefui 

be  non  del  neon  pot  acre,  quamuii  interim  magna  ex  parte  in  alifs 
but**  comp  end "f  figurri  pafiim, pracipue  uerb  in  buic  piper  pof  t  a , 

'CT  tenia  ad  muf.  ulos  oriendendos pracipue  paratarS  occur  rant. 

V'  £)orJaln  medulla  ex  cerebri  baps  medio  in  tium. 

O  Derr  ft  l  s  medu  la  fdes  qua  catuaram  egred  tur. 

Uumeri  ebara  Acres  ftp  tern  ceruicts ,  duodechn  thoracis, 
quintp  lumbar  urn.  (y  fez  facrioffn  indieat  uerubras,at<p  adeo  tri' 
gmta  neruorum  a  dorfalt  medulla  proplenuum  part'd, quorum  f- 
nem  quam  fotui  accural  fiime  (y  ftmpbafime  in  bac  ubella  meo 
mane  dehneata  cxprefii-V  erum  quia  bic  locus  exiguam  chard  Sic 
rum  declarationem  admitrit ,  non  omnes  neruorum  f  boles  Inerts 
inflgm turn* fum. 

P  S  tpti  tranpirrpfaurier  ueruus ,  quem  atrd  ah  am  char  a  Act  urn 

o  per  am  ex  quart,  qnntt  (y  fexti  parium  propagimbm*  effomuiri 
c onjf  ic is., prom p turn  rnim  efl  delruationem  itueuigere,  ft pruts  de¬ 
fer  pta  neruorum  frries  bic  pi  Aura  accommodetur- 
rdrrvus  a  quin  to  pari  etui Jiarmum  burner  um  inuefliend,  (y  dent 
mufculo  braebium  mouenu  pracipue  dj  An  but  us  ■ 

R_  'Primus  bmcbif  menus  Jp flu* £  propagines  hie  in  cute  excitrrctes. 

<S  Seeundus  braebif  neruus ,ip[iu*$  in  anteriorem  cub: turn  fledlen- 

rum  mujculum  fobolcs. 

T  T  ertius  braebij  neruus,  ip/iutf  propago  cut/  anteriorem  braebtj 
fedem  mduenp  oblata- 

V  T ert  tj  nerui  propago  ad  mufculum  poAeriore  culuu  fleAmuTi. 

X  S  rcunds  nerui  porno  tenium  accedens. 

Y  R~amui  frcundi  caput  adieus  long- oris  radium  tn  prcmum  mourn-  ■ 
tis  mufndi. 

2S  «S ecundi  diAnburo  in  duos  imports  ramof. 
a  Minor  ramus  fecundum  radium  cuti  ad pollice  ufq  exporrtAtU. 

I  C raf!  or  ramus  mox  in  duo*  p  ropagines  di uifui ,  quarum  frries  ru 

confficuo  efl. 

c  T  rnij  nerui  fobolcs  m  mufculo  s  internum  cubiti  fedem  occupan¬ 

ts s  d’gefla . 

d  T ertif  rumus  radio  expcrrreAui,ac  dein polLci (y  india  Q  medio 

furculos  offerens. 

t.t  Qu  trtus  braebif  neruus  asp  infer  us  t  ramos  not  as  mufeuhs  ra 
l  cum  ertenJenrbus  depromptos . 
f  Q*  »r«  ramut  mternam  braebif  cutem  adirns. 

Quarts  ramus  ex  tenant  (y  pofleriorembraehf  accedens  cutem. 

Quarts  ramus  cuti  extern*  cubiti  d-geflu*.  t 
i  Quart i  pracipua  diflrbutio  ad  ingreffum  cubid- 

!  ,A  Qutrtt  ramus  radio  txporre&o*,xy  tztenue  Jcds  poUicis,  indicia, 

Cr  medif  fobolcs  offrrms. 

Qua  ru  ramus  ulna  export  eAus,  ( y  mufcul/s  ab  externa  ip  fin*  ft, 

<Se  n  tium  duentdbus  rumulos  cx  In  bens,  ac  ante  bncbiale  ceffans. 
m  Qu-ntus  braebif  neruus  • 

*  Qu  ntJ  nerui frries  in  mufculos  ab  interilo  braebif  ofiia  tuber e  p  ro 

natoS. 

o,  o  Quints'  nerui  ramus  ulna  cxporreAus,(y  interna  fedi  par  id  digits 
CT  anulans.ahquando  (y  medif  ramufculos  differ  gens, 
p  Di  At  mods  ram  foboles  m  extemam  manus  fedem  rtfiexa .aetx- 

Irma  parut  dig ti fedi  cr  anulari*  cr  medif furculos  dffenfans. 
q,q  Set  tin  bracbf  neruus,  ipfi  us  f  fub  cute  tantu  duAa  fries  ■  Quia 
uerb  braebtj  neruorum  fu  exortus  .prineifiorum que  plexu*,affp 
noti)  p  rompte  dtgno fcitur. 

t.r.r  A' rruifunt  mtercoAalts ,  illic  pracifi,  qua  cum  coAii antror , 

Jum  rrfrAtuuur 

s.  s  P^ams  m  pofleriora  deduAi.hic  rt-’am  undup  obuif. 

t. t  H wufmodi  ferric  neruimufculos  odeum  thoracis  ofhbua  rnfhutos. 

«.  ■  P  to p agues  imLcamuT.fxti par ii  neruorum  certbri  ramum  cc~ 

riorum  rad.  abas  txporrtrium  augentes. 

T,x  'Propagines  neruorum  ex lumborum  uertrbrriexiLendum.qua  ab 
d<  i  minis  C7  bain*  fidiS  mufuhs  ( y  cusidffenfaniur. 
y  A  r-r  aulas  trriem fequer.trr  prims ,  bic  f  ref  Ails 
>V  ^  T0Pagnts  fxtum  femur  mouenu  um  adt  units  mufculum. 

\.A  ms  fmae  peters  mrruus. 


s 
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Prim!  nerui  propago  cud  oblata. 

Prims  nerui  p-ropagoaltius  inter  muf  Jos  ab, 
fum  pea- 

S  ccundus femur  petens  neruus. 

S  ecundi  nerui  foboles  per  mternam  fmoristt 
tibia  fedem  ad  pedis  ufy  fupcriora  fub  cute  ex, 
currens. 

S  ecundi  nerui  propago  muf  Jis  anteriorem  f 
moris  fedem  occupantibus  deprompta. 

T ertius  f  moris  neruus ■ 

’Tertjp  ropago ,  intemam  fimo  ris  cutem  hr.- 
plicans, 

T  ertif  propago  mufculos  adiens- 
Quartwsf  moris  neruus ,  cuius  exortus  aque 
step  trium fiperiorumeft  conffiicuus. 

S tries  ameriorum p  ropaginum  in  f  riorum  pa 
rum  efacro  off  prodeuntium. 

Dorfahs  medJla  extremum. 

Quard femur  petent is  nerui  propagines  adca 
pita  muf  Jorum  ocoxendicis  of  is  appendice 
prodeuntium  Jfarfa. 

Quarti  nerui  foboles  in  pof  er  ore  f  moris  cure 
ad  medium  ufp  lonpftudims  fn.oris  excurrci. 
Propago  pracipue  in  quart  ern  t  biam  mourn - 
tium  muf  Jum, ac  dein  m  reiqujm  pof  e  nor  em 
f  moris  cutem  iuxta genu  dgefa 
Sobolcs  in  muf  Jot  ab  infrionbus  f moris  ca 
pitibus  pronatos . 

Quarti  nerui  in  duos  tr  uncos  dfr  butio.ac  v 
qwdemminorem,  f  uero  inf gniorem  not  at 
A/ inoris  trund  propago ,  externa  tibia  cud 
ad  parui digits  ufp  extremum  diffuja. 

P  ropago  fib  Ja  inter  mufculos  exporreAa. 
P-jtmJus  anteriorem  tiba  cutem  tmpheans. 
G  randioris  tnmei  ramus  interna  emt  t  bia  ad 
pollicem  ufque  d/gefus. 

G  randioris  trunci  ramus,  poricriori  tibia  fu 
fura  cuti  exporreAws . 

G  randioris  trunci  ramus,  Igammtu pmetrat 
fib  Jam  tibia  qua  bac  off  a  inuice  dehfunt  co , 
mittens ,  ac  dein  ad  dig  tor  urn  ufque  fuperiora. 
ex  currens. 

P  racipua gradioris  trunci  port  io ,  inter  tiba 
as  cr  ealeem  pedis  infriora  petens  ,finguhs£ 
d’gitis  furculos  offerens  ■ 

FINIS. 


Prima  columna  in  E,uerTu  i7.lfge.promit  *  cel.F.ucrTu  n.  gbndula  nucij  rinev 
inftar  effigiau  i  cot  in  G.uerfu  p.pcrfkiuntur. 

SERIES  CHARTARVM. 

abcdbfg^hiklh,  prarterduas cJiartas nullo 
chara<flere mfignitasiequarum una figuramparare  licebir.fiou- 
r*  in  pagina  fecunda  folij  g  depidac  aggluo'nanda.ex  altera  ue- 
r o,  figura  parabtrur.  ad  Rguram  quae  huicpaginae  imprcfla  eit, 
figenda  .  Rebqua  ucroduodeam  folia  cx  cuiufque  arbitratu 
funtinuicem  neftendarquauismagis  conueniat  A  cum  M,  8c 
B  cum  L,  &  C  cum  K,&itadeincepsiungerc,utuniuer(aEpi 
tome  quodammodo  (externionc  conmtuaqmodo  in 
libri  fbrmam  hacc  concinnarelubcat. 


B^fS  I L  E^fE,  EX  OFFICIN^f 

Joamtli  Oporini,  «. Anno  M  D  XLlir. 

Menfc  Iunlo . 

M 


Fig.  8 


CHARTA,  EX  QVA 

NER-VOR-VM 


FIGVRAM  PARARE  CONVENIT.  ILLI 

S  'E  FL  I  E  M  E  X  P  R.  I  M  l  T  PPEN  DEN  D  M. 


Q  V  AE 


0  M  N  E  s  figuutktc  ebjTtJ  inpirfl* 

Mudunxm  &»&'  iuxtxcdp  tr  dutututcom 
roi*<J*Trr»  Jj'.fig'rXJgglUrnddd  urn,,,  -jus 
unumufrnfproprwi  dc  nfidio  m  mfcnptojru 

omn ■ummr.mellfA*”  *</«©•»"«*“* 

U, +.*. out", tntrfctt  rirmp'dnd.juop 
wuttf  dc  ruduflndhxc  M'  (ouunrubunt  in  yuO 
0/.rrf  turn  m  glutnxnJo  £T  /intuit  a  fiprrflud 
f^pyro  y rfnmindn  ,  turn  cvbnbiU  fi  mfum  rr.t 
udKbru.it.  pufpur  ciumum  uolrt  pr* tidbit 
£).<nm  robon  ccmfuldtur  ,  ton  buic  chdrt*  non 
nurhtrr  mrmbrjnj  fubgiutmdb  lur,  pnufiudm  to 
td  cbdrtjmt: f  frufldfuot  figure  complrcl  tur, 
d  u  Jdtur  bu<  numrrum  in  hot  dffcnbdm.ut  <juo 
<yf<f  loco  comm, urn Jd  fit, riphcrm.  ijiuntumij,  tn 
mt  rfl  flud>forum  Ijbort  ronfu/jm 

P  I  M  A  Af  rxtrrmum  prXciPtum. 

ue  urtut  dltdrum  omn  u  bdfim  rt  figut*  nuddrumu 
I  rni.mdf  nrm  ft  pnrrntu  *  rotation, un  (?  r* 
,rrjt  omnn  hit  obuidi  dr1, nr  juimuf  ,  gu*  pnmum 
mm  ircunf  mdm^tu  protine dddrl  nrdtionrm  a  rt 
/•-m/  chdrtd  rfl  rrfrrdndd  .mtmmldttufculd  rrfm. 
tuts  m  tdP'tii  urmrr  portion e  ,  a  <fud  poflmodnm 
g'uttnjn  cur t, .  fimuLijur  teluju*  pdrtrs  ipfi  fix 
rint  rcmnuff* 

SEC  KiV  D  AE  figur*  /lemur  bum  CT 
mnirrort  umt  noth  frdrmfimJ « um  fuprnon  mtm 
Irjnd  ommi’.hirtonj.  purttum  udf,s  C  nrruapro 
pcnmr,dlijuc't  d/i*  p  nufjUdm  p  r.m*  commttd 
imr  urn-unt  dgglutinund*  T"  E  R-  T  1  A 
rwm  .  fu*  poflrnorr’n  rrg  onrmrrt'rrm ‘t,tofut 
tnfinor*  mrmbrdn*  frdil  <pu*  fibcAo  inteflino 
tonCi/l  t ,  qua  id  umt  nru/o  rtpomgtur  ,  ttdn 
proportion/  fuprnon  mtmlrdn*  omtntt  glut!  • 
min  i*  rfl  .  ul  ommium  ft t cult  imag-nrm  rrfirjt 
Qjr  P^~f  A  dnn.qux  mtrAtnoTUMimdgi 
nfir fitflunddm  effm ,  tmi*  figur*  ter  go  rujrdt 
rfl  comm  umdd  .  qua  mfin*  unmcuh  cmfaum 
i  uteri'.  norum  pnuapio  ccmtmudtur  Srdrmhdnc  / 
m  frcumdd  figuTd  n  (jud-na po/un  inthcdiit  Quum 
imjnrn  yudrtdm  commit, n.  conduxm,  urrm^dd  f 
Lured  chdrt*  perruonrm  afjrrudir  ,  dl*m<p  tern* 
fiQind  ,  ui  fuxrtd  tt ihdiut  hxrrdt  ,  dgglnttvdrt. 
J\'mu  ftcundJ  pnm*  nrtur  «*.  trafuerfum  frtfho 
%t  in  prmd  mih  duct  suit*  f  mhxoniliorijrpri  trdnf 
mrrp  frdr  o<  curra  .ircorn/inu  nuhcdns ,  quo  tdflo- 
tau'ho  hmt  trunfrunU  erdt, .  T>*r  hoc  formi  Jlom* 

,  hum  ltd  trafimtrn,ut  dlf>rr*  drtm*  fubtjcidtur. 
nnmcului  j  fud  frdr  con/1  A*t .  N rxum  urro  dd 
p  vim*  figur*  trrgun  tuxtd  nuprr  didlumforxmcn 
mAirr  it. 

n //  NT  A  fif^rdhfirioris  omenumt 

Lr*n* portions*  cxpumit^u*  pofirr,. - ■ 

t  nJ  i  fitht,  c  it  or  frdi.de  urn*  port*  d,  fl-nbunoncm  /* 

„J,um  trtn  ./>  nrrwf  txc*rrrr*lit»fi/ll- 

nr,  l nfn>r,  pm,,  ,  <um 

nm*rr  trirri) I  trr  mfnaini  Jiffufu  frrflttu,. 

,*  tif  '•  'ft  S1  uo 

nnnii.il  uittr,fffigtrnoectrjnu:tiii 

mtm  jrJJ*mittvl 

S  E  X  T  A  fiqurd  Utrrum  cum  uthbur,  ft 

u^/t!  proponent  .po/lyuam  cxtrrdTwn 
mtyfo  err  vrnfj  mt  ,p  nm*  uuhi  in  drzrro  Utrrr  tt 
finjl K tnnTttu r . uht  urnd  drtmdf  frmaulct fimul 
cemuut.cr  *  r«  fin: 8 tv  btrrr  tn pnmdfgurd  (J 
frxtdfp-chtur  Quum  hdTtc  iungis„ettdm  S  E'P 
T  /  A/  A .  urficjm  <c  umbilici  Udfd  ftmul 

•mm  mtdtu’im  unuxm  j  ytmhus  drfirmtuon ponio 
m-.rd-irm  frdr  dd primdmitd  e/l  xongluvnundd  ,  ut 
ynrjtus  ilL  Jrimnaryj,  uufu  fub  glut  men  tur  ,,pfd  dU- 
trm  urrKd  utrrvinfumbdt,  pro  port- one  au2  pofitd 
on  mum  hi  obfmutm  .fuxm  pdruum  drhntdtto  dc 
font  ntotdt fieri c common Jl r*nt 

OCT  Ay  A  trcmn  grbl*  fed H  rdtn  pen- 

nomrm  drhnrdtdm  i  cmtinmi  ,yv* m  untmoji  cor- 

porn  jrgitmr$rdl*nr  oenrrrU,rt  d  ireornfiffum 
rt fin. cuimnddbumldi(odu<9dinfmtur  M dne 
nuf  urlup  rt  pmdlo  t*tuum,,LLc  ttcxm  in  proud  fi 
gmrdtomimtut.uU  A  tutor  F  f  JJxtfUtrr. 

NONA  urn*  pin  cdmtrt  fe-nrm  o  Jin* 
dm  i  .dJ  pnm*  fgur*  trr  gum  rjl  <ommrtruddtuk 
i  dux  ,dddn  unumdijm lint  com ugr  promit  dtp 
idfiet  prompt!  Jtud  o  n  xmbdLmi  J'gurn  duim* 
udb  burnt 

DEC  I  AAA.  f*x  duu*  pdTxrt.ub,  «  fuprr 
fiuu  fdfyro  nfrAd  rnt  .cxmJl  nut ,  fuprnon  frdr 
uruxm  d<  drtmdm  drtm  Idirnt  drlmrdldt  conn- 
nr  I  pm*  fub  pr  flora  offrdrenfum  nprntrt  .fuprrxo 
rrmdbdomrmmftdrm prtut  Hxcfuochjrdflrrt  <J 
rn  m^tJodd pnm* figur*  y  glunndbttur  •  du- 
ttmu/i  rsmum  prvu*  figur*.  j ui  dd  dr  it  rum  Idtui 
£  (J  m  rrfrflud  t  cmJpicuuT  H  umilurr  dram* 
hex’*  pjr,  uufd  o/lrndr  mimfinorrm  dbdomnut 
Jrdrm  tKirrmi  d  .dux  r&lt  dd pnmdm figurd  funt 
•  omntrndd  uLm  tfritro  Utnr  l  lurtd  udfd  cru* 
prtrmid  olwt  rfln-llorump  mdfcrru  dp pdrrnt turn'd . 
A.  m*r  pnmdm /i</u rum  chdrt*  cumtlrt ,pu*  nrr 
u-  turn  fmrm  propouit ,  (J  Inti  urgocio  obfmdAri 
yco/>rM  pinguid  /mt  locdudd.fi  mudo  (hdrdflmau 
tmifrmpjrvumij.  drfinpticmrm  open  ddLbumu. 


Fig.  9 


THE  ‘EPITOME’  OF  VESALIUS  ON  VELLUM 


The  Nerve  diagram  Fig.  8  on  M.  recto  was  included  in  the 
‘Fabrica’,  but  having  been  drawn  for  the  ‘Epitome’  and  so  of 
greater  length,  its  lower  part  was  infolded,  see  Fab:  1545.  IV. 
end  pp.  555,  554.  Explanations  are  given  in  Fab:  1545.  IV:  558. 
86.  i.  1.  14.,  and  Fab:  1555.  IV.  552.  87. 1. 

The  diagram  was  made  to  be  cut  out  and  superimposed  on 
the  female  nude.  —  This  is  readily  demonstrated  by  placing  one 
over  the  other  the  corresponding  lantern  slides  in  the  epidiascope. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  the  combined  vein  and  artery  dia¬ 
grams  reproduced  both  on  N.  recto  and  0.  recto ,  and  which  also 
was  included  in  the  ’Fabrica’  with  the  lower  edge  doubled  over, 
see  Fab:  1545.  p.  515. 

Additional  light  is  thrown  on  these  diagrams  by  comparing 
them  with  the  Tabulae  Evelynianae  preserved  in  the  Museum  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  of  which  an  account  is  given 
by  Evelyn  in  his  Diary.  Before  the  means  of  preserving  from 
putrefaction  and  of  injecting  were  known,  blood  vessels  and  nerves 
were  rapidly  dissected  out  before  decomposition  had  occurred, 
and  were  then  laid  out  on  boards  for  drawing,  and  when  var¬ 
nished  over  could  be  preserved.  A  century  after  Vesalius,  his 
successor  in  the  professorship  of  Anatomy  at  Padua,  Vesling, 
supervised  the  preparation  of  the  Blood-vessels  and  Nerves  for 
Evelyn,  by  the  same  procedure  as  was  adopted  by  Vesalius  for 
making  these  diagrams. 

On  N.  recto  and  0.  recto  are  a  number  of  diagrams  Fig.  9  repro¬ 
duced  from  the  ’Fabrica’,  which  Vesalius  advised  should  be  first 
backed  by  pasting  the  page  on  to  a  sheet  of  vellum.  —  They  could 
then  be  cut  out  and  superimposed  upon  the  preceding  figures,  the 
viscera  in  particular  being  put  over  the  empty  thoracic  and  ab¬ 
dominal  cavities  of  Fig.  V.  The  combined  vein  and  artery  figure 
is  repeated  twice  for  then  it  could  be  applied  as  a  whole  over  the 
Female  Nude,  or  part  of  the  heart  and  lungs  could  be  inserted 
into  the  thorax  of  Fig.  7.  In  the  same  way  there  were  figures 
of  the  oesophagus,  stomach  and  omentum,  the  free  portion  of 
the  omentum  covering  the  intestines,  the  intestines  from  the  duo¬ 
denum  to  the  anus,  the  portal  vein  and  tributaries  with  the  spleen, 
the  vena  cava  and  liver,  the  male  and  female  urinary  and  genital 
organs,  as  also  the  pubes  to  fit  in  the  gap  in  Fig.  7.,  and  a  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  anastomosis  of  the  blood  vessels  on  the  ab¬ 
dominal  wall,  the  superior  epigastric  with  the  deep  epigastric 
arteries  and  veins. 

Unfortunately  in  England  as  well  as  on  the  Continent  an 
acquaintance  with  the  ‘Epitome’  was  prevented  by  the  lower  price 
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III.  RENAISSANCE 


of  the  inferior  reproductions  by  Geminus.  —  The  1st  Edition  ol 
Geminus  was  published  in  1545  with  copper  plate  illustrations, 
dedicated  to  Henry  VIII.  —The  2nd  Edition  with  the  English  Trans¬ 
lation  by  Udall,  dedicated  to  Edward  VI,  was  published  in  1555 
The  5rd  Edition,  published  in  1559,  after  revision  by  Richard 
Eden  is  dedicated  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  is  rendered  valuable 
by  containing  the  portrait  of  the  queen,  immediately  after  hei 
accession.  The  Copper  plates  made  by  Geminus  were  taken  tc 
Paris  and  used  for  the  edition  by  Jacobus  GrevinusClaramontanus 
which  was  printed  in  1564  by  Andreas  Wechelus.  Further  copyings 
and  plagiarisms  followed.  Hence  the  real  ’Epitome’  by  Vesaliuj 
has  not  been  well  known. 
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